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How to Select University Principal in China

——Questioning From Three Perspectives

YANG Xinglin
( Research Room of Higher Education, Beijing Information and Technology University, Haidian Beijing 100192, China)

Abstract ; The ability, level and the depth of thought of the principal of university directly influence the uni-
versity development. To select the principal properly is an important aspect of university’ s governance. Currently
in the academic circles of China there are four kinds of opinion on the university principal selection, selected by
the professors committee, or by all the staff, or by the professors and government appointment, or by the special
selection agency. With comprehensive comparison, the fourth one seems more reasonable. The reason is that
modern universities are connected with the multiple interests of benefit, and the selection of principal should fol-
low the rights and demands of different groups of benefiting interests; modern universities are the organs with
complex organizing characteristics, so the selecting of university principals should be consistent with the charac-
teristics and demands; modern universities are close related with the outer social relationships, with complex in-
ner business, only depending on the whole staff or the professors to select the principal, or by the professors’
committee, the fair decision can be not reached for the different kinds of reasons. Currently, the possibility for
the transformation of traditional appointing to the public selecting has appeared, but there are some problems
such as the lack of legal evidence, restriction of lagging theory and benefits, weak consciousness of maser of the
teachers and so on. As a result, the exploration and practice of public selection of university principals in China
should be carried out step by step. Based on the learning, borrowing, practice and exploration, the proper selec-
tion method that is corresponding with China’ s characteristics can be obtained.

Key words ; university ; principal of university; the selecting method; de—administration; the governing of

university
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