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Identification of tree species and of timbers on the Qing Dynasty “Xiaobaijiao I”
Shipwreck found in Xiangshan, Ningbo, Zhejiang

JIN Tao"?, LIN Guo — cong', WANG Guang — yuan'
(1. Ningbo Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology, Ningbo 315010, China;
2. University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Peking 10049, China)

Abstract: The Qing Dynasty Xiaobaijiao I Shipwreck, located in the sea near the Yushan Islands, is 26 nautical
miles away from Shipu Town, Xiangshan Country, Ningbo City, Zhejiang Province. It was discovered in 2008 and
it was planned that it would be fully excavated in 2014. In order to determine its characteristics, investigate the
shipbuilding technology and draw up a conservation program, 19 samples were taken from every part of the shipw-
reck, including the keel, rib, bulkhead, hull etc. , and sent out for tree species identification. The results show
that the Xiaobaijiao 1 is constructed mostly of hardwoods such as Dipterocarpaceae, Verbenaceae and Sapoiaceae.
These trees usually grow in the tropical areas of Southeast Asia and are rarely found growing in China. The timbers
used on the Xiaobaijiao I are unlike those on archaeologically — important ancient ships previously found, and the
identification of the wood provides useful information for conservation work after excavation.
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