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Technique and Technology under the Perspective of Anthropology

Wang Libing

Abstract: Technique and technology have always been the important content in anthropologist research, they are

regarded as the main content of culture. Through combing the research of many anthropologists, the author thinks

that technology plays two roles in general: one is that technology is the core of culture, another one is that

technology is taken as one of the marks of the civilization development. Unlike many other anthropologists,

Marcel Mauss considered that technique and technology are two different concepts. He revealed many meanings

and contents in technique which is a totally social phenomenon through a detailed classify and analyzed on a

variety of techniques by using the famous concept of his own——totality”. Therefore, the research of Mauss

gives us important inspiration to rethink technology.

Key Words: technique; technology; anthropology; totality



