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Abstract: This essay aims to examine one of the key hermeneutic conceptions in Ouyang
Xiu’s commentaries upon the Canon of Odes i.e. ‘“human emotions are not far from
each other”. Ouyang Xiu’s interpretations value the emotions of the poets being stirred by
the events and reconstruct the states which the poets express through the words of the odes
and to some degree transform the allegorical hermeneutic tradition formed in the Han dy—
nasty.

Key words: Ouyang Xiu; Shi benyi ( Fundamental Significance of Mao’s Odes) ; Herme-
neutics; renging ( human emotions) ; allegory
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