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Textual Study and Explanation of “Moxie”
YANG Jie-hong

( Institute of Ethnic Literature, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732)

[Abstract] “Moxie” is the term for Naxi ethnic group in the literature of the Han Dynasty. According to

Fang Guoyu and He Zhiwu, this pronoun of discrimination refers to “cattleman” which is related to the

ancestors of the Naxi people, Maoniu Qiang ( the Qiang people living on raising yaks) . But an analysis of the

clan naming law, historical relation between Naxi ethnic group and Maoniu Qiang, yak culture and semantic

meaning of cattle shows that their explanation is questionable. After a comprehensive survey of the changes of

Naxi’ s traditional culture, Dongba hieroglyphs and Naxi language, the writer holds that the term “Moxie’

)

means “the people of the heaven”. This meaning is logically related to Naxi people’ s tradition of heaven

worship and is evolved from the terms of “heaven-worshiper” and “heaven-admirers”.

[Key words | Naxi ethnic group; pronoun of discrimination; heaven worship; Dongba
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