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Between the Family Rituals and National Rites: An Analysis
of the Significance of Chu Hsi’s Family Rituals

WANG Mei - hua
(Institute of History of Tang and Song Dynasties Liaoning University Shenyang Liaoning 110036 China)

Abstract: As a landmark in the development of family rituals in Song Dynasty Chu Hsis Family Rituals
( « )) not only related closely to the active practice for etiquette education by bureaucrats and
scholar — officials and the growing trend of family rites in Northern Song Dynasty but also associated directly
with the motivation of its national rite education. The literati and officialdom gradually formed a clear cogni-
tion about promoting etiquette education so they rewrote family rituals and promoted the national rites down
to the common people. The compound of family rituals and national rites promoted greatly the consciousness
of bureaucrats and scholar — officials of Southern Song Dynasty to compile family rituals. Chu Hiss Family
Rituals simplified and revised the framework of ancient rites and adapted to the real life of ordinary people
which is helpful for the court to guide civilians by means of Confucian code of ethics. Therefore it became
the commonly used rites by fully considering people’s daily life and standardizing adulthood rite marriage
rite and funeral sacrificial rite etc. Chu Hiss Family Rituals that was suitable for the whole society made
family rituals up to the level of national rites.

Key words: family rituals in Song Dynasty; civilianization; education of the public and improvement of

customs; Chu Hsis Family Rituals
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