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Abstract :Focusing on a world wide web (WWW )station which provides aids for compiling genealogies and searching family data, this pa-

per attempts to explore the process of the creation of social facts and historical narratives on the WWW ,as well as its social and psycho-

logical consequences. It suggests that electronic genealogies compiled on the WWW should not be regarded as a continuation of traditional

genealogies, and that the appearance of the two types of literature witnesses two different processes of social construction of reality.

Whereas the traditional way of genealogy compilation is part of the community ceremonials of a rural society, the compilation of electronic

genealogies is to a large extent an individual endeavour made in an urban setting.
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